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LANCHESTER  DISTRICT* 


Lanchester, 

February  11th,  1897. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  several  villages  and  places  comprising  the  Lanchester 
Division  of  the  Lanchester  Rural  District  Council  have 
been,  from  time  to  time,  systematically  inspected  by  me 
throughout  the  year  1896. 

Craghead. — This  village  is  upon  the  whole  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition  All  the  ashpits  are  covered  and  the 
drains  are  in  good  order.  The  houses  are  all  spouted  with 
the  exception  of  William  Street,  which  ought  to  be  done 
to  keep  the  foundations  dry.  Four  new  houses  have  been 
built  at  this  place  and  certified  as  fit  for  habitation. 
Railway  and  Wylam  Streets,  near  Craghead,  are  in  a 
good  sanitary  condition. 

Wagtail  Cottages. — The  ashpits  in  connection  with  these 
cottages  should  be  covered,  and  two  more  should  be  built. 
Kiffle  Row,  near  Craghead,  is  clean  but  the  ashpits  should 
be  covered. 

Burnhope.-  -This  colliery  village  is  fairly  clean.  Mordues 
Houses  have  been  spouted  and  pointed.  The  back  premises 
of  Knowles'  House  is  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  state.  The 
byre  is  dirty,  badly  lighted  and  ventilated. 

Langley  Park . — The  colliery  part  of  this  village  is  clean. 
A  new  sewer  with  trapped  sinks  has  been  laid  down  in 
South  Street.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  private  pro¬ 
perty  here  is  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition.  On  the  day 
of  my  last  visit  I  found  the  back  premises  of  Forster's 
Houses  insanitary.  The  uncovered  ashpits  were  filthy  and 
the  yards  damp.  In  one  of  the  yards  the  sink  is  in  a 
wrong  position,  placed  as  it  is,  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
yard,  it  is  liable  in  dry  weather  to  be  blocked  with  ashes 
from  the  road.  An  order  was  made  1895,  and  a  fine 
inflicted,  by  the  Magistrates  to  enforce  the  paving  of  the 
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yards  and  the  building  of  new  privies  and  ashpits,  but 
nothing  has  yet  been  done  Six  new  privies  and  covered 
ashpits  have  been  erected  at  the  bottom  end  of  Front 
Street.  Most  of  the  yards  belonging  the  houses  in  Quebec 
Street  from  the  Post  Office  to  the  east  end  of  the  street 
are  untidy  and  damp,  and  most  of  the  ashpits  are  un¬ 
covered,  dilapidated,  and  of  bad  construction,  and  two  or 
three  were  in  a  filthy  state.  The  large  yard  belonging  to 
Coates*  Buildings  is  very  wet,  it  should  be  drained.  From 
this  point  of  the  street  to  the  west  end  the  yards  and  out- 
offices,  in  connection  with  the  houses,  are  in  a  fairh  good 
sanitary  condition.  Four  t:ew  houses  have  been  built  here 
and  certified  as  fit  for  habitation. 

Hill  Top,  near  Esh — Three  new  privies  and  ashpits  have 
been  erected  at  this  village,  and  some  of  the  houses  have 
been  respouted,  but  much  remains  to  be  done  at  this  place. 

Ushaw  Moor  is  clean.  All  the  streets  in  this  village 
are  cemented.  The  Wooden  Huts  have  been  overhauled 
and  repaired,  and  sinks  have  been  laid  down  to  several  of 
the  houses.  A  covered  drain  has  been  substituted  for  the 
foul  ditch  which  existed  at  the  rear  of  the  huts.  Six  new 
houses  have  been  built  and  certified  as  fit  for  habitation 
at  Flass. 

Esh  Winning  is  clean. 

Newhouse  Cottages  are  clean.  There  are  a  few  of  the 
yards  requiring  paving  or  cementing.  Ail  the  ashpits  here 
are  now  covered.  There  are  still  a  few  ashpits  uncovered 
and  a  few  yards  unpaved  in  Durham  Road. 

Railway  Terrace,  near  Hamsteels  Colliery  is  clean.  The 
yards  have  been  paved  and  new  sinks  have  been  provided. 

Hamsteels  Colliery. — Two  of  “  the  Huts**  near  this 
place  have  been  improved  and  made  habitable  during  the 
year.  If  the  other  14  were  similarly  dealt  with,  and 
properly  spouted,  and  the  front  and  back  of  the  houses 
properly  paved  or  cemented,  they  would  then  be  fit  for  habi¬ 
tation,  but  until  this  is  done  those  of  the  remaining  14 
now  occupied  should  be  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation. 
With  the  exception  of  some  of  the  houses  having  been 
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spouted  and  repaired,  there  has  been  no  sanitary  work 
done  during  the  year  at  Hamsteels  Colliery.  The  channel, 
I  complained  of  in  my  last  yearly  report,  which  conveys 
the  slop  water  from  the  west  end  of  the  High  Row  to  the 
covered  drain  in  the  open  space  in  the  middle  of  the  row 
remains  in  the  same  state.  No  attention  has  been  given 
to  it,  and  the  last  occasion  I  visited  the  place  I  found  it 
blocked  and  full  of  mud.  The  lower  end  of  the  channel 
which  conveys  the  slop  water  from  the  east  end  of  this 
row  is  also  in  a  bad  condition.  My  recommendations  for 
this  place  in  my  yearly  report  for  1895  were  the  follow¬ 
ing  : — A.  system  of  covered  drains  should  be  adopted  for 
Hamsteels  Colliery  houses.  The  houses  should  be  properly 
spouted.  The  walls  dividing  the  yards  should  be  pulled 
down,  so  as  to  allow  the  sun  to  fall  upon  the  yards  and  a 
sufficiency  of  air  to  play  up  and  down.  The  broken  yards 
should  be  repaved  or  cemented. 

Quebec.  —The  system  of  drainage  carried  on  at  this 
village  during  the  year  is  now  completed.  The  colliery 
houses  here  have  been  well  spouted,  but  a  great  number 
of  the  ashpits  (24)  require  re-roofing.  There  is  very  little 
space  here  between  the  ashpits  and  the  houses,  and 
consequently  there  is  not  a  sufficiency  of  fresh  air  for  the 
inhabitants.  The  walls  dividing  the  yards  should  there¬ 
fore  be  pulled  down.  The  yards  belonging  the  private 
property  at  this  place  are  in  fairly  good  order,  with  the 
exception  of  Dodds  the  butchers’,  which  I  found  on  the 
day  of  my  visit  in  a  filthy  state.  The  ashpit  belonging 
Teasdale's  house  is  so  small  that  it  should  be  emptied 
every  week. 

/ 

Marleys  Houses  are  clean. 

Gornsay  Colliery. — In  my  last  yearly  report  I  drew  the 
attention  of  the  District  Council  to  the  unsatisfactory 
position  of  the  main  drain,  in  connection  with  Commercial 
Street,  near  this  village,  from  the  fact  that  it  runs  under 
some  of  the  dwelling  houses,  and  also  to  the  insanitary 
condition  of  Coates  the  butcher's  cow-byre  and  the  manure 
heap,  but  nothing  has  been  done  to  remedy  matters.  My 
recommendations  at  the  time  were  the  following : — A  new 
drain  should  be  made  behind  Commercial  Street,  and  at 
some  distance  from  the  houses,  with  branches  for  the  slop 
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water,  and  the  rain  water  from  the  houses  should  be 
conveyed  into  the  drain  so  as  to  allow  of  periodic  flushing. 
Coates  should  be  prevented  selling  milk  and  butter  until 
his  byre  is  put  into  a  sanitary  condition.  The  manure 
heap  should  be  removed  from  behind  the  byre,  and  the 
offal  should  be  dealt  with  in  some  other  wav  than  it  has 
been  done.  The  channel  in  front  of  this  street  is  untidy, 
and  being  of  no  use  should  be  removed.  The  colliery  part 
of  this  village  is  clean.  The  scavenging  is  well  carried  out 
mostly  by  the  owners,  but  nothing  has  been  done  to  carry 
out  my  recommendation  of  last  year.  In  1895  there  were 
a  few  cases  of  typhoid  fever  at  this  place,  and  no  field  near 
to  bury  tiie  excretions  from  the  bowels,  they  were  thrown 
into  the  privy  to  the  great  annoyance  and  danger  of  the 
neighbours.  What  I  suggested  was,  that  the  District 
Council  should  insist  upon  the  covering  of  the  ashpits,  as 
being  the  proper  receptacles  for  the  excretions  under  the 
circumstances. 

East  Hedleyhope. — On  my  last  visit  to  this  village  I 
found  that  a  good  deal  of  sanitary  work  was  required  at 
this  place.  Some  of  the  channels  are  dilapidated  and  need 
relaying,  or  rather  they  should  be  replaced  by  covered 
drains.  The  ground  between  the  houses  and  channels  is 
very  damp,  and  should  be  cemented  to  keep  the  founda¬ 
tions  dry.  The  ashpits  were  fairly  clean,  but  they  are 
rarely  emptied,  not  oftener,  as  I  was  informed,  than  once 
in  three  months.  The  privies  and  urinals  in  connection 
with  the  School  were  in  a  filthy  state,  and  the  sinks  in  the 
school-yard  were  blocked  and  covered  over  in  a  pool  of 
dirty  water.  This  I  was  given  to  understand  is  the 
ordinary  condition  of  things,  as  they  are  seldom  attended 
to.  The  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  I  reported  on  the  22nd 
October  last  was  that  of  a  young  woman,  a  teacher  in  the 
school  and  daughter  to  the  school-master,  who,  I  have  no 
doubt,  caught  the  disease  from  the  offensive  smells  arising 
from  the  insanitary  condition  I  have  described. 

Hedleyfell  and  Cowsley  Cottages  are  fairly  clean. 

Malton  Colliery  is  clean.  Two  or  three  years  since 
I  suggested  that  a  tank  should  be  provided  here  to  receive 
the  slop  water  before  it  enters  the  River  Brownev,  but 
nothing  has  yet  been  done. 
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Satley. — A  great  deal  of  sanitary  work  is  required  at 
this  village.  The  house  occupied  by  Miss  Lawson  is  very 
damp.  The  bed  room  is  wet  two  feet  up  the  inside  wall 
and  the  pantry  is  also  damp.  The  ashpit  is  an  apology 
for  one,  the  sink  is  ancient  and  of  bad  construction,  and 
the  house  is  unspouted. 


Punch  Bowl  Inn. — During  wet  weather  the  rain  runs 
through  the  roof  of  this  house,  making  the  bed-rooms 
damp  and  unhealthy.  The  back  kitchen  is  very  damp, 
and  the  house  requires  spouting.  A  byre  stands  against 
the  West  gable,  it  is  unlighted  and  unventilated,  and  there 
is  no  channel  to  carry  off  the  urine  which  percolates  into 
the  floor  of  the  byre.  There  is  an  old  dilapidated 
tumbling  down  house  near  this  byre,  which  is  dangerous 
to  passers  by. 

Michael  Bucklanffs  property  occupied  by  James  Mason 
is  damp.  The  house  is  unspouted,  and  the  sink  belonging 
the  house  stands  in  the  garden  of  the  Post  Office  some 
distance  away,  consequently  all  slop  water  is  thrown  on  to 
the  road.  Behind  this  house  are  three  cottages.  The 
first  and  third  are  occupied  respectively  by  Robert  Heron 
and  Mrs.  Neil.  Both  of  the  cottages  are  damp  from  want 
of  drainage  and  spouting.  The  middle  one  is  unoccupied, 
as  being  unfit,  from  dampness,  for  habitation. 

Post  Office. —The  spouting  at  this  house  is  indifferent. 
The  farm  onstead  occupied  by  Nicholas  Walker  is  in  a 
bad  state.  The  dwelling  house  is  unspouted,  and  there  is 
a  drain  which  runs  from  the  stack  yard  by  the  side  of  a 
privy  down  to  and  underneath  the  diary.  The  byre  is  in 
an  insanitary  condition.  It  is  badly  lighted  and  ill  venti¬ 
lated,  the  cows  in  fact  stand  in  a  draught.  There  is  no 
channel  to  convey  the  urine  to  a  proper  place,  but  it  is 
allowed  to  percolate  into  the  floor  of  the  byre,  making 
it  unhealthy,  which  may  become  a  source  of  milk 
contamination. 

The  farm  house  belonging  the  Church  Wardens  and 
Overseers  of  the  parish  of  Lanchester,  and  occupied  by 
Jacob  Hopper  is  insanitary.  The  parlour  is  unhealthy 
and  unfit  for  use,  because  of  its  nearness  to  an  insanitary 
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byre,  which  keeps  the  room  very  damp,  and  disagreeable 
smells  are  produced.  The  byre  is  badly  lighted  and  ven¬ 
tilated,  and  the  house  is  without  spouting. 

Royal  Oak  Inn. — -The  byre  in  connection  with  this 
house  is  insanitary.  The  two  houses  owned  by  Mrs. 
Littlefair  are  without  sinks,  and  all  slop  water  is  thrown 
on  to  the  road. 

Lanchester  is  much  in  the  same  insanitary  condition  it 
was  twelve  months  ago.  The  yard  belonging  to  Champneys, 
house  is  kept  in  a  most  disgraceful  state. 

On  the  day  of  my  inspection  filth  lay  all  over  it.  There 
are  two  ashpits  in  connection  with  Golightlys’  property, 
one  covered  and  the  other  uncovered.  The  uncovered  one 
overflowed  with  ashes,  and  one  of  the  tenants  told  me 
there  was  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  any  person  to 
empty  them.  The  ashpits  in  connection  with  the  houses 
in  Percy  Crescent  are  at  present  more  regularly  emptied. 
The  yard  belonging  the  two  houses  occupied  by  Messrs, 
lnnes  and  Herdman  is  damp,  and  in  wet  weather  the  water 
runs  from  the  footpath  on  to  the  yard.  The  yards  in 
connection  with  Sinton's  property  are  damp.  The  old 
uncovered  ashpit  belonging  to  the  house  occupied  by 
Briggs  is  of  bad  construction  and  the  privy,  an  old  wooden 
erection,  is  also  of  bad  construction.  They  should  be  re¬ 
placed  by  a  new  privy  and  covered  ashpit.  The  next  house 
has  no  ashpit.  The  house  occupied  by  Mary  Minns  needs 
a  new  ashpit  and  spouting  behind.  The  yard  belonging 
to  the  house  occupied  by  George  Brydson  is  very  wet.  On 
the  day  of  my  visit  pools  of  fetid  liquid  lay  over  the  yard. 
The  byre,  a  wooden  erection,  stands  at  the  north  west 
corner  of  the  yard.  It  is  badly  lighted  and  ill  ventilated, 
and  is  without  a  channel  to  carry  off  the  urine  to  a  suitable 
place,  but  is  allowed  to  run  on  to  the  yard,  and  percolate 
into  the  ground  making  it  unhealthy  for  the  inmates  of 
the  house.  The  sink  belonging  the  house  occupied  by 
Chinnery  is  untrapped,  and  stands  between  the  windows 
of  Brydsoids  two  pantries.  The  stench  from  it  in  dry 
weather  passes  into  Brydson’s  house,  and  is  most  disagree¬ 
able  and  dangerous.  The  yard  belonging  to  the  house 
occupied  by  Locke  is  clean,  but  the  earth  is  high  up  to 
the  pantry  window  which  keeps  it  damp.  Most  of  the 
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ashpits  in  connection  with  the  houses  at  the  north  end  of 
the  village  are  uncovered,  and  two  of  them  were  filthy. 

DortnamTs  Cottages  are  clean,  but  the  ashpits  should 
be  more  frequently  emptied  than  once  in  six  weeks. 

The  privies  in  connection  with  Lanchester  School  either 
receive  no  attention  or  they  are  carelessly  attended  to. 
The  large  quantity  of  excreta  they  contained  on  the  day 
of  my  inspection,  and  which  lay  exposed,  is  a  source  of 
great  danger  from  decomposition,  to  the  large  number  of 
children  who  use  them.  The  excreta  should  be  well  mixed 
with  ashes  every  day,  and  the  privies  should  be  cleaned 
out  every  week. 

There  are  two  or  three  matters  I  am  anxious  to  em¬ 
phasise  in  this  report  as  they  are  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  neighbourhood. 
There  are  many  badly  constructed,  leaky,  and  uncovered 
ashpits  in  this  district,  and  the  fetid  liquid  they  contain 
pass  by  soakage  on  to  the  surrounding  soil  and  thus  become 
a  dangerous  nuisance.  Ashpits  of  this  class  should  be 
replaced  by  well  built  covered  ones,  and  their  floors  pro¬ 
perly  cemented. 

The  ashpits  in  crowded  places,  such  as  our  colliery 
villages,  should  be  more  frequently  emptied  than  they 
have  been  during  the  year.  I  can  only  repeat  what  I  have 
said  on  previous  occasions,  that  they  ought  to  be  cleaned 
out  and  disinfected  at  least  onoe  a  fortnight.  Colliery 
Owners  make  a  great  mistake  in  not  seeing  to  this,  as 
much  of  the  health  of  their  workmen  and  their  families 
depend  upon  it.  The  yards  in  connection  with  a  great 
number  of  the  houses  in  this  district  are  unpaved,  very 
cold  and  damp,  and  therefore  predisposes  the  inmates  to 
rheumatism,  neuralgia,  and  bronchitis.  This  state  of 
matters  should  be  altered,  and  every  yard  should  be 
drained  and  properly  paved  or  cemented.  The  privies  and 
urinals  in  connection  with  the  schools  are  in  some  instances 
permitted  by  the  managers  to  get  into  an  insanitary  con¬ 
dition.  The  volatile  effluvia  from  decomposition  of  urine 
products,  and  fecal  matter  pollutes  the  air  of  the  play¬ 
ground,  which  must  have  a  baneful  influence  upon  the 
health  of  the  children. 
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Typhoid  Fever — This  disease  has  not  been  nearly  so  rife 
in  this  district  as  in  past  years.  Two  cases  were  sent  to 
Langley  Park  Isolation  Hospital.  The  first,  that  of  a 
young  man  21  years  of  age  who  caught  a  chill  while 
playing  at  football.  Two  or  three  days  after  feverish 
symptoms  set  in  which  passed  into  a  severe  form  of 
typhoid  fever.  He  left  the  hospital,  after  five  weeks 
residence,  in  good  health.  The  second  case,  a  lad  14 
years  of  age  who  had  been  gathering  broken  delf  and 
broken  bottles  fiom  the  contents  of  foui  ashpits,  that  were 
spread  upon  a  grass  field.  In  four  or  five  days  typhoid 
fever  showed  itself,  and  he  was  removed  to  the  hospital  in  a 
delirious  condition,  and  died  24  hours  after.  12  cases  were 
notified  and  4  deaths  returned. 

Continued  Fever— 4  cases  were  notified,  but  no  deaths 

returned. 

Scarlet  Fever — This  disease  was  in  different  parts  of 
this  district  during  the  year,  but  only  in  the  township  of 
Esh  did  it  show  itself  in  anything  like  an  epidemic  form. 
8  cases  were  removed  into  the  Isolation  Hospital,  all  did 
well  and  returned  home  convalescent.  115  cases  were 
notified,  and  8  deaths  returned. 

Puerperal  Fever— 2  cases  were  notified,  but  no  deaths 
returned* 

Diphtheria — 1  case  was  notified  and  1  death  returned. 

Membraneous  Croup — 6  cases  were  notified  and  5  deaths 

returned. 

Erysipelas^ — 38  cases  were  notified  and  1  death  returned. 

Diarrhoea— This  disease  was  in  different  parts  of  this 
district  during  the  year,  and  like  the  epidemic  of  1895, 
Esh  township  claims  the  largest  number  of  cases.  393 
cases  were  reported,  and  9  deaths  returned. 

Measles— Although  cases  of  this  disease  were  scattered 
over  this  district,  it  became  epidemic  in  the  township  of 
Esh.  713  cases  were  reported  and  8  deaths  returned. 

Whooping  Cough— 204  cases  were  reported  and  6  death* 
returned. 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  mortality  table  that  the  number 
of  deaths  are  333,  being  25  less  that  the  previous  year, 
but  there  are  4  deaths  shown  at  the  bottom  of  the  table 
belonging  this  district,  which  took  place  at  the  County 
Asylum  Sedgefield,  and  which  must  be  added  making  337 
deaths,  and  giving  a  death  rate  of  20.5  per  thousand, 
The  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  including  Phthisis, 
caused  96  deaths,  being  19  less  than  the  former  year,  and 
giving  a  death  rate  of  5.84  per  thousand.  The  deaths 
from  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  are  22  less,  and  the  deaths 
from  Phthisis  are  3  more,  than  in  1895.  The  deaths 
under  1  year  are  161,  being  6  more  than  the  former  year, 
and  giving  a  death  rate  of  9.80  per  thousand. 

The  births  were  633  being  61  less  than  the  previous  year 
and  giving  a  birth  rate  of  38.50  per  thousand. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  WILSON. 


To  the  Members  of  the 

Rural  District  Council  of  Lanchester. 


(A.)  TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1896 ,  in  the  Rural  District  Council,  Lanchester 

District,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  is  compulsory  in  the  District,  and  has  been  since  March  1st,  1800, 
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TO  THE 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  LANC HESTER. 


Ebchester  Hill, 

January  30th,  1897- 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  presenting  you  with  my  Annual 
Report  of  Health  for  the  Medomsley  District,  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1896. 

The  return  of  249  births  registered  against  247  of 
previous  year,  giving  on  an  estimated  population  to  the 
middle  of  1896  777 4,  a  birth  rate  of  32.2,  as  against  33  3 
per  thousand  of  previous  year, 

141  deaths  registered  against  105,  giving  a  death  rate 
of  18.0  per  thousand  as  against  14.1  per  thousand  of 
previous  year. 

Tables  showing  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  ages  at 
which  death  occurred  in  Medomsley,  Ebchester,  Healey- 
field  and  Muggleswick  and  Fever  Hospital : 


In  Medomsley  24 


)) 
)  > 


)) 

jy 


Total  at  all  ages 


26 

4 

8 

30 

19 

111 


deaths  were  under  1  vear. 
deaths  were  1  and  under  5  years, 
deaths  were  5  and  under  15  years, 
deaths  were  15  and  under  25  years, 
deaths  were  25  and  under  65  years, 
deaths  were  65  and  upwards, 
deaths. 


In  Ebchester 

)} 

n 

)) 

a 

Total  at  all  ages 


1  death  was  under  1  year. 

2  deaths  were  1  and  under  5  years. 

1  death  was  15  and  under  25  years. 

2  deaths  were  25  and  under  65  years. 
2  deaths  were  65  and  upwards. 

8  deaths. 
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In  Healey  Field  and 

Muggleswick  2  deaths  were  under  1  year. 

„  1  death  was  1  and  under  5  years. 

,,  1  death  was  5  and  under  15  years. 

„  1  death  was  15  and  nnder  25  years. 

„  7  deaths  were  25  and  under  95  years. 

„  9  deaths  were  65  and  upwards. 

Total  at  all  ages  21  deaths. 

Fever  Hospital  1  death  was  15  and  under  25  years 

The  following  table  shows  the  different  causes  of  death- 


Scarlatina 

•  •  •  • 

4  deaths. 

M embranous  Croup 

•  •  •  « 

1 

death. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  .  . 

•  •  ^  • 

4 

deaths. 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  »  i  * 

1 

death. 

Measles 

•  •  i  * 

12 

deaths. 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentry 

•  «  *9 

3 

deaths. 

Rheumatic  Fever 

•  9  9  9 

2 

deaths. 

Phthisis 

•  •  9 

9 

deaths. 

Bronchitis,  Pnemonia,  and  Pleurisy.  . 

16 

deaths. 

Heart  Disease. . 

•  •  • 

15 

deaths. 

Influenza 

•  •  9  9 

1 

death. 

Injuries 

9  9  •  9 

4 

deaths. 

All  other  diseases 

.  . 

69 

deaths. 

Total  .  , .  141 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Small  Pox,  Diphtheria, 
Typhus,  Continued  Fever,  Relapsing  Fever,  Cholera, 
Erysipelas  or  Whooping  Cough. 


Scarlatina  caused  2  deaths  under  5  years  and  2  deaths 
above  5  years  in  Medomsley,  Membranous  Croup  caused 
1  death  in  Medomsley  under  5  years.  Enteric  or  Typhoid 
Fever  caused  1  death  above  5  years  in  Medomsley. 
Measles  caused  12  deaths  under  5  years  in  Medomsley. 
Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  caused  1  death  under  5  years  and 
1  death  above  5  years  in  Medomsley,  and  1  above  5  years 
in  Healey  Field  and  Mug&leswick.  Rheumatic  Fever 
caused  2  deaths  above  5  years  in  Medomsley.  Phthisis 
caused  7  deaths  above  5  years  in  Medomsley,  1  in  Eb- 
chester  above  five  years,  and  1  above  5  years  in  Healey 
Field  and  Muggleswick.  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and 
Pleurisy  caused  9  deaths  under  5  years  and  7  above  5 
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years  in  Medomsley.  Heart  Disease  caused  1  death  under 
5  years,  and  6  above  5  years  in  Medomsley,  2  above  5 
years  in  Ebchester,  and  6  above  5  years  in  Healey  Field 
and  Muggleswick.  Influenza  caused  1  death  in  Medomsley 
above  5  years.  Injuries  caused  4  deaths  in  Medomsley 
above  5  years.  All  other  diseases  caused  24  deaths  under 
5  years  in  Medomsley,  3  in  Ebchester  and  2  in  Healey 
Field  and  Muggleswick  ;  above  5  years,  27  in  Medomsley, 
2  in  Ebchester  and  11  in  Healey  Field  and  Muggleswick. 
Total  from  all  diseases  and  injuries.  141.  Infectious 
Diseases  Notification  Act,  148  cases  were  registered. 

In  Medomsley  102  cases  of  Scarlatina,  3  of  Diphtheria, 
15  of  Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever,  1  of  Continued  Fever,  3 
of  Puerperal  Fever,  17  of  Erysipelas;  total,  111. 

In  Ebchester  1  case  of  Scarlatina,  1  of  Enteric  or 
Tyhoid,  1  case  of  Erysipelas  :  total,  3. 

In  Healey  Field  and  Muggleswick  3  cases  of  Scarlatina 
and  1  of  Enteric  or  Typhoid ;  total,  4. 

Whole  District,  148. 

1  case  of  Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  was  removed  to  the 
Leadgate  Fever  Hospital. 

In  the  first  Quarter  of  the  year  Scarlatina  was  slightly 
prevalent.  In  the  second  Quarter  Epedemic.  and  which 
continued  throughout  the  third  and  fourth  Quarters. 
Measles  was  epidemic  in  the  Medomsley  District  during 
the  third  and  fourth  Quarters,  and  the  Schools  in  the 
Medomsley  District  had  to  be  closed  for  severe!  weeks. 

Each  village  is  well  supplied  with  milk,  and  no  com¬ 
plaint  made  of  the  quality. 

The  meat  supply  is  ample  and  good.  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  no  action  taken  or  required.  Section  IV.,  act,  3  of 
the  general  order  of  11th  November,  1872  has  been 
attended  to. 

The  Consett  Water  supply  oontinues  satisfactory. 

No  disinfectant  apparatus  in  the  District  yet.  Disin¬ 
fectants  are  freely  used  in  houses,  drains,  &c.,  where 
infection  exists.  The  ashpits  and  privies  are  upon  the 
wrhole  well  attended  to. 
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The  Dairies  are  all  well  kept  and  the  manure  is  fre¬ 
quently  removed  to  a  distance. 

Inspection  of  the  District  is  carried  out  at  stated 
intervals  and  anything  requiring  immediate  attention 
reported  to  Sanitary  Inspector. 

A  satisfactory  state  of  housing  of  the  working  classes 
continues. 

The  houses  at  Hamsterley  Colliery  mentioned  in  last 
years  report  as  not  being  water  proof,  &c.,  have  been 
rectified.  A  complete  system  of  sewerage  has  been  laid 
down  at  Black  Hall  Mill  and  every  house  in  that  portion 
of  the  village  which  is  within  the  Lanchester  Rural 
District  has  been  provided  with  water  tight  covered  drains. 
As  the  water  supply  to  Black  Hall  Mill  is  obtained  from 
wells  sunk  in  the  alluvium  on  which  the  village  is  built, 
great  care  was  taken  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  the  subsoil 
from  the  sewers  and  house  drains,  by  ensuring  that  all 
points  were  water  tight. 

The  sewage  from  Black  Hall  Mill,  together  with  that 
collected  by  the  sewers  laid  in  previous  years  in  the  villages 
of  Croniwell,  West  Wood,  Derwentside  and  Allendale 
Cottages,  all  converges  on  a  plot  of  ground,  near  Black  Hall 
Mill,  and  here  it  is  satisfactorily  treated  and  purified  by 
means  of  precipitation  with  alumino  ferrie,  and  filtration 
through  artificial  filters. 

8  new  privies  and  covered  ashpits  have  been  erected  at 
Black  Hall  Mill  in  substitution  of  old  open  defective 
midden  privies.  2  houses  have  been  overhauled  at  Rowley 
and  the  wells  at  this  village  have  been  protected  from 
domestic  or  animal  pollution. 

3  new  privies  and  ashpits  have  been  erected  at  Delnes 
Lane,  and  one  yard  has  been  paved  and  improved  at  this 
place. 

1  privy  and  ashpit  has  been  erected  at  Temple  Town 
and  several  of  the  old  ones  have  been  repaired. 

The  nuisances  which  arose  at  Burnside,  Ebchester  from 
the  overflow  of  sewage  from  the  Chelmsford  Arms  has  been 
abated. 
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1  new  privy  and  ashpit  has  been  erected  at  Ehchester. 

Ceilings  have  been  put  up  in  the  upper  rooms  of  the  4 
houses  which  were  previously  unceiled  at  Hamsterley 
Colliery. 

5  old  damp  houses  in  isolated  positions  within  the  parish 
of  Muggleswick  have  been  repaired,  overhauled  and  put 
into  a  sanitary  condition. 

The  Dairies  within  the  District  are  in  a  fairly  good 
condition,  but  as  a  rule  the  cow  sheds  are  insufficiently 
lighted,  though  they  are  well  ventilated. 

Generally  speaking  the  scavenging  of  the  colliery  villages 
is  undertaken  by  the  colliery  owners,  who  do  the  work  in 
a  fairly  satisfactory  manner,  but  considerable  difficulty  is 
experienced  in  respect  to  private  dwellings. 

During  the  year  i  houses  have  been  erected  at  Consett 
Park,  1  at  Castleside,  13  at  Medomsley,  and  1  at  Ham¬ 
sterley  Colliery. 

The  wells  which  supply  the  village  of  Rowley  with  water 
have  been  fitted  up  in  such  a  manner  as  to  protect  the 
water  from  surface  or  domestic  contamination. 

A  and  B  Tables  of  sickness  and  deaths  are  enclosed. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  T.  BOLTON, 

Medical  Officer. 
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ANN  FIELD  PLAIN  DISTRICT. 


Stanley,  R.S.O.,  Durham, 

February  4th,  1897. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  you  with  my  Report  for 
that  portion  of  the  year,  heirinning  at  January  1st  and 
ending  on  October  19th,  being  the  period  the  district  was 
under  your  Authority,  and  prior  to  its  formation  into  an 
Urban  District,  containing  the  list  of  the  Infectious  Dis¬ 
eases  and  Vital  Statistics  with  some  account  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  district.  Excepting  for  an 
epidemic  of  Measles,  infectious  diseases  were  less  prevalent 
than  usual.  The  number  of  notifiable  cases  reported  to 
me  during  the  year  amounted  to  45,  and  the  non-notifiable 
to  260.  The  latter  consisted  of  Measles  240,  Whooping 
Cough  20 ;  and  the  former  was  made  up  as  follows ; 
Scarlatina  26,  Enteric  Fever  8,  Continued  Fever  1, 
Diphtheria  2,  Puerperal  Fever  2.  Erysipelas  6. 

Scarlatina. — In  the  declining  months  of  1895  Scarlatina 
was  present  in  Dipton  and  Kyo,  and  from  those  scources, 
cases  continued  to  appear  until  it  ceased  in  May.  In  July 
simultaneously  a  case  was  imported  into  Dipton  and 
Harelaw.  In  both  instances  isolation  was  successfully 
carried  out. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever. — The  following  list  gives  the 
number  of  cases,  with  their  localities,  viz.  : — In  January 
one  at  Catchgate  and  two  at  Hill  Top.  In  March  one  at 
Flint  Hill.  In  April  one  at  Annfield  Plain.  In  July  one 
at  Dipton.  In  August  one  at  Annfield  Place.  In  Sep¬ 
tember  one  at  Annfield  Plain.  With  regard  to  their  origin 
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those  in  April  and  September,  at  Annfield  Plain,  were  not 
satisfactorily  accounted  for.  The  case  at  Catchgate  in 
January  resulted  from  a  visit  to  an  infected  house  outside 
the  district.  In  August  a  case  arrived  at  Annfield  Place 
with  the  disease  developed,  whilst  those  occuriing  at  Hill 
Top,  Flint  Hill,  and  Dipton  were  in  my  opinion  “  bred  on 
the  premises.”  Within  the  area  of  the  three  villages 
mentioned  Enteric  Fever  has  appeared  at  intervals  since 
the  middle  of  1893.  The  Typhoid  infection  may  have 
found  a  resting  place  in  the  subsoil  against  the  faulty 
constructed  out-offices.  Attention  to  the  possible  cause 
may  or  may  not  have  banished  the  mischief,  it  has  however, 
been  absent  several  months. 


Continued  Fever. — The  patient  resided  closely  adjoining 
a  Typhoid  case,  and  was  most  likely  a  mild  form  of  that 
disease.  The  same  precautionary  measures  were  adopted. 


Diphtheria. —  The  two  cases  reported  were  attacked 
together.  Nothing  could  be  elicited  to  account  for  the 
origin.  Although  the  disease  is  acutely  infectious,  and 
the  place  thickly  populated,  yet  not  a  single  case  followed, 
throwing  some  doubts  upon  its  specific  character. 


Puerperal  Fever. — All  febrile  attacks  after  child-birth 
especially  if  dangerous  symptoms  arise,  are  evidently 
classed  as  Puerperal  Fever. 


Erysipelas. — It  is  doubtful  if  any  contagion  was  present. 
AH  were  isolated  attacks. 


Measles  passed  from  the  adjoining  district  into  South 
Medomsley  in  May,  and  spread  from  village  to  village 
finally  covering  nearly  the  whole  of  this  district  ceasing 
eventually  about  the  end  of  July.  Half-way  Schools  were 
the  chief  medium  in  spreading  the  mischief. 


Whooping  Cough  was  imported  by  a  visitor  in  June, 
the  few  cases  following  were  limited  to  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  outbreak. 
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Diarrhoea.- -The  few  cases  that  came  under  notice  were 
unimportant,  as  regards  infection. 


Disinfectants  were  supplied  and  frequently  used  bene¬ 
ficially,  but  to  carry  out  a  system  of  thorough  disinfection 
and  fumingation,  is  impossible  in  ordinary  dwelling  houses 
where  occupiers  cannot  be  provided  with  suitable  refuge 
during  the  process. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  portion  of 
the  year  ending  on  October  20th  was  281,  and  the  deaths 
amounted  to  128.  This  gives  a  birth-rate  of  38*5  and  a 
death-rate  of  17*5  per  1000  per  annum,  estimating  the 
population  at  9000.  Infectious  diseases  caused  22  deaths 
being  17  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  The  Infantile  mortality 
was  as  usual  exceedingly  high,  45  deaths  occurred  under 
the  age  of  one  year  (over  a  third  of  the  whole)  and  if  to 
that  number  be  added  26  between  one  and  five  years,  it 
will  be  seen  that  more  than  half  the  population  succumbed 
under  the  age  of  five  years.  Infectious  diseases,  especially 
Measles  was  a  great  measure  responsible  for  the  excess. 


INSPECTOR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Building  operations  have  been  exceedingly  brisk.  Sixty- 
four  new  houses  were  erected  at  Annfield  Plain,  and  thirty 
at  Catchgate,  all  in  accordance  with  your  bye-laws. 
Wilkinson’s  Buildings  and  Todd's  Houses,  Dipton,  were 
overhauled  and  notice  given  to  have  them  put  into  proper 
sanitary  condition.  The  necessary  repairs  with  some 
structural  additions  have  not  been  quite  completed.  An 
insanitary  house  at  East  Castle,  and  another  at  Hill  Top 
have  had  their  defects  remedied.  Six  new  out-offices  have 
been  built  in  connection  with  old  property  at  Annfield 
Plain  and  Loggan  Houses,  and  others  have  been  repaired 
at  Delight  Bank,  Dipton  :  and  several  improved  through¬ 
out  the  district.  A  polluted  stream  at  Annfield  Plain  was 
abated.  Improved  water  supply  has  been  provided  to  a 
number  of  houses  in  Kyo  Village  &  Kyo  W est  Houses.  Kvo 
Schools  were  thoroughly  disinfected  after  a  severe  outbreak 
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of  Measles.  The  removal  of  refuse  was  fairly  well  attended 
to.  Slaughter  houses  are  well  kept.  There  is  room  for 
improvement  in  the  only  licensed  lodging-house  in  the 
district. 

No  prosecution  has  taken  place  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs'  Act.  Diaries  and  Cow-sheds  have  been  inspected 
and  found  in  a  fairly  good  condition,  but  several  of  the 
former  require  more  light  and  ventilation.  The  water 
supply  is  both  good  and  abundant. 

The  Schedules  attached  give  population  and  births,  with 
further  particulars  relating  to  infectious  diseases,  and 
mortality. 


I  remain,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  BENSON, 


Medical  Officer. 


The  Rural  District  Council 

LAN  CHESTER. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the ■  Tear  in  the  Lanehesler  Rural  District  ( Ann  field  Plain 

District)  ;  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities . 
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